Significance of Histoplasma antigen in the cerebrospinal fluid of patients with meningitis.
A radioimmunoassay was previously developed for detection of Histoplasma capsulatum antigen in the blood and urine of patients with disseminated histoplasmosis. In this investigation, cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) specimens from 14 episodes of Histoplasma meningitis occurring in 12 patients were tested by radioimmunoassay. Histoplasma capsulatum antigen was detected in the CSF of five patients. Cerebrospinal fluid cultures were positive for H capsulatum in three of these five patients. Antibodies to H capsulatum were found in nine of the 13 CSF specimens tested. The radioimmunoassay for Histoplasma antigen was also positive in the CSF in one of 11 patients with coccidioidal meningitis but not in 17 patients with cryptococcal meningitis. It was concluded that Histoplasma antigen is present in the CSF of some patients with histoplasmosis and chronic meningitis, but cross-reactions may occur in patients with coccidioidal meningitis.